Prof. Gabriele Siciliano
Curriculum vitae 

Date and place of birth:
08/08/1955, Alessano (Lecce)

ACADEMICS AND PROFESSIONALS

Degree in Medicine:


University of Pisa,l 27/6/1980, cum laude

Thesis: "Modifications of kidney function in patients affected by valvular cardiopathy after surgical defect correction".
Specialization in Neurology:


University of Pisa, 15/11/1984, cum laude

Thesis: "Methods of clinical evaluation of motor function in Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy

Specialization in Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine:


University of Pisa, 21/7/1992

Thesis: "Muscle metabolic aspects of fatigue in normals as evaluated by means of Phosphorus31 Spectroscopic Nuclear Magnetic Resonance during submaximal contraction".

PhD in Neurological and Neurosensorial Sciences (University of Ancona, 2/10/1990)

Thesis: "Central and peripheral mechanisms of muscle fatigue in normals and in neuromuscular diseases".

Post-Doctoral Research in Neurosciences: 


University of Ancona, from 16/9/1991 to 15/9/1993

Neurologist Assistant Register:


at Clinica Neurologica, University of Pisa, from 1993 to 1997.

University Researcher


Department of Neuroscience, University of Pisa from 1997 to 2001

University Associated Professor in Neurology (MED/26)


Department of Neuroscience, University of Pisa from 2001

Since 1993 head of Clinical Centre for Myopathies and Head of the Laboratory for Molecular Diagnosis, Department of Neuroscience, University of Pisa.

STAGES OF STUDIES IN ITALY AND OVERSEAS

1983

Fellowship of Unione Italiana Lotta alla Distrofia Muscolare, 9 months, Laboratory of Neuropathology, University of Padova, argument: "Muscle histopathology in Neuromuscular Diseases"

1988 

PhD Fellow, 6 months, Laboratory of Neuropathology, University of Padova, argument: "Biochemistry investigations in the diagnosis of Neuromuscular Diseases" 

1989

PhD Fellow and "Guest Researcher”, 8 months, Muscle Centre, Department of Medicine, Royal University Hospital, Liverpool (GB), argument: "Neurophysiopathologic techniques in the assessment of muscle fatigue in Neuromuscular Diseases"

1992

Post-doc Fellow, 1 month, Department of Biology, University of Padova, argument: "Methods of genetic and molecular analyses in the diagnosis of Muscular Dystrophies"

1992

Post-doc Fellow and "Guest Researcher", 2 months, Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Centre, University of Liverpool (GB), argument: "Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopic methods in the study of muscle function" 

1999

Visiting researcher, Department of Neurology, Columbia University, New York (USA)

MEMBERSHIP IN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES
- Italian Neurology Society, since 1984;

- Italian Neuropathology Association, since 1985 (Advisory Board since 2001);

- Italian Clinical Neurophysiology Society, since 1989;

- International Society of Neuropathology, since 1990;

- World Society of Neurology, since 1990;

- Royal Society of Medicine, Section of Neurology, since 1991;

- International Society of Electromyography and Kinesiology, since 1992; 

- World Society of Myology, since 1996;

- American Association for the Advancement of Science, since 1998;

- Italian Myology Association, since 2000.

EDITORIAL BOARD di riviste internazionali in ambito neurologico

- Bioscience Reports, Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, ISSN 0144-8463
Referee of international journals in neurologic area

- Neuromuscular Disorders, Pergamon, ISSN 0960-8966
- Journal of Neurology, Springer, ISSN 0340-5354

- Life Science, Pergamon-Elsevier, ISSN 0024-3205
- Brain Research Bulletin, Elsevier, ISSN 0361-9230

- Journal of Neurosciences Methods, Elsevier, ISSN: 0165-0270 

- European Journal of Neurology, Blackwell, ISSN 1351-5101
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

- International full paper: n° 120

- National full paper: n° 65

- International and national abstracts: more than 250

RESEARCH INTERESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Since 1993 he is responsible for the Unit of Neuromuscular Diseases and for the Laboratory of Molecular Diagnosis in the Department of Neuroscience - Neurological Clinics - University of Pisa, with main interests in clinical, laboratory and molecular aspects of neurodegenerative and neurogenetic disorders, acquired and genetic diseases of peripheral nervous system and skeletal muscle. These activities are conducted in collaboration with some overseas centres and laboratories. Since 1986 he has been engaged in studies on muscular dystrophies, metabolic diseases of muscle and motorneuron diseases. In particular, he has studied several issues on muscle fatigue, in collaboration with the Muscle Research Centre, University of Liverpool (Prof. RHT Edwards), exercise in normal and myopathic subjects, motorneuron output evaluation in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, subsarcolemmal excitability in myotonic syndromes and muscular dystrophies, analysis of metabolic parameters in McArdle's disease and mitochondrial myopathies. In the same period he has been engaged in epidemiological and therapeutical studies on neuromuscular disorders, in particular the use of selenium in Steinert disease, idebenone in mitochondrial myopathies, mexiletine in congenital myotonia, TRH and riluzole in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. As far as mitochondrial myopathies are concerned, he is currently studying the effects of aerobic training programs, the relationship between metabolic and catecholaminergic systems during exercise, the pathogenic role of mitochondrial transcription factors, the diagnostic usefulness of magnetic resonance spectroscopic techniques. Furthermore, he is working on the possible role of mitochondrial involvement and oxidative stress in the pathogenesis of neurodegenerative disorders. He was an invited expert for the European Commission for the Quality of Life program. The scientific production is represented by over 100 full papers, in specialized cited international journals, dealing with the above indicated arguments. Sponsored projects from Pisa University, Telethon-Italy, Italian Health Ministry.
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