NewPOL Profile of Alessandro Saba
Alessandro Saba was born in Pisa (Italy) on July 29, 1966. He took his secondary school degree at the “Liceo Scientifico” and then, his doctoral degree in Industrial Chemistry at the Chemistry and Industrial Chemistry Department - University of Pisa. He is qualified for the profession of state chemist.

From his doctoral degree dissertation to date, except for a period spent at the University of Groningen (The Netherlands), he conducted research activity at the National Council of Research (CNR), “Istituto di Chimica per i Composti Organo-Metallici, Sezione di Pisa”, ℅ Chemistry and Industrial Chemistry Department - University of Pisa, and at the Chemistry and Industrial Chemistry Department itself. He also is in force to AmbiSEN (Environment and Endocrine and Nervous System High Technology Center for the Study of the Effects of Harmful Agents), center of excellence of the University of Pisa.
From November 20, 2000, through September 21, 2001, he performed research as a visiting scientist at the Mass Spectrometry Core Facility of the University Center for Pharmacy - University of Groningen (NL), directed by Dr. Andries P. Bruins, with a Postdoctoral Fellowship offered by the University of Groningen. 
Alessandro Saba’s research activity is mainly devoted to the use of mass spectrometry (MS), both in gas and in liquid phase, for the structural characterization of synthetic, biological, pharmaceutical, environmental, food,..., organic compounds. Moreover, besides studies about the fundamentals of mass spectrometry, he set up selective and sensitive, either qualitative or quantitative, methods to detect organic compounds in very complex matrices. Basically, the research fields could be summarized as follows:
1. Coupling of capillary electrophoresis (CE) to mass spectrometry. In particular: investigation about common electrolytic processes occurring inside the interface by which this two techniques are coupled and both design and building of a reliable CE/MS interface(presently in use in Dr. Bruins’ laboratory).
2. Analysis of organic pollutants in the atmosphere, water and fibers of industrial interest by GC/MS and HPLC/MS.
3. Identification of organic compounds from natural products and food.

4. Studies about Atmospheric Pressure Photoionization: a new ionization technique. Coupling of a home build source to Perkin Elmer/Sciex API III Plus triple quadrupole mass spectrometer.

5. Development of mass spectrometry based methods for the quantification of endogenous and exogenous molecules in biological fluids, such as steroids, carnitines and aminoacids, and various drugs.

Alessandro Saba’s scientific work is documented by 15 articles, reviews and book chapters, 5 invited lectures at national and international meeting, 7 oral communications, 18 poster communications and 1 technical notes. Moreover he delivered 9 lectures at advanced courses on mass spectrometry and capillary electrophoresis, organized by several Italian Universities.



















































































































































