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Object: Invitation / Collaboration
Dear Colleague,

I am sending you a resume of our activities and achievements so far.

I have tried to be brief, but the activities of the IMNRC - NewPOL Network are becoming quite extensive.

The following includes:

1. A short outline of our activities

2. Major breakthroughs

3. Present events

4. Major upcoming events

5. The Belgian Crisis (for your information)

6. Conclusions

----

7. Partnership

8. Funds

1. Short Outline of our activities:

  

I am the founding director and CEO of the IMNRC (International Multidisciplinary Neuroscience Research Center asbl/vzw) and Principal Coordinator of the NewPOL Consortium Network (http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/NewPOL%20Network/newpol.htm), a very avant-garde Organisation and a highly interactive articulate platform whose primary objective is making you aware of the notion of interfaces, their omnipresence and fundamental importance.

We have nearly 60000 members worldwide and work through interactive integrated interdisciplinary nodes, the National Coordinating (NC) Teams. There are already 21 NC Teams: China, Russia, Israel, Korea, India, Africa, South America, UK, ...

We are regularly invited to the European Parliament and European Commission for workshops and conferences.

The General Introduction (13nth edition) to the NewPOL Network can be downloaded directly using the link http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/NewPOL%20Network/GIntro%20General.doc   

Please note that the present 1rst edition of the web site http://www.imnrc.org is in fact a draft with a great deal of text. The second edition of this web site shall be presented differently (and be more accessible) once the IMIRC Programme (please see below) has been structured and completed.  

Enclosed for your information is the kind of correspondence that we regularly receive:

i. Invitation on behalf of Mr Philippe Busquin, chairman of STOA, to assist a Panel Meeting on Thursday 24th March 2008 at 09:30 a.m. in room SDM S-1 at the European Parliament in Strasbourg. We are regularly invited to these kind of meetings.

ii. e-mail from the NewPOL Network National Coordinating Team Leader in Ukraine. Usual type of correspondence.

iii. Invitation from Prof. Dr. Taisir Subhi-Yamin, (Fulbrighter, ECHA & WCGTC); Scientific Director, ICIE-Paris; The International Centre for Innovation in Education (icieparis.net); Heilmeyersteige 93; D-89075, Ulm; Germany. International Association of Educators for World Peace (IAEWP). Usual type of invitation.

2. Major breakthroughs:

i. Successful novel invasive bladder cancer treatment in the elderly. (cf. Customised World Interdisciplinary Networks (CWINs): CWIN 4-1 (http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/CWINs/CWIN%204/CWIN%204-1/cwin_4-1.htm). The results shall be published. A more official collaboration with St. John’s Hospital, Brussels, Belgium is being considered.

ii. NewPOL Network proposal to create an Interface Ministry (one per country) is considered favourably at a European Council Panel Meeting (April 2008). Interface Ministries shall enable the creation of National Society Well Being and Quality of Life Profiles and be linked together and to EP/EC/UN DG Interface Departments.  

iii. Our first book [final version (1rst edition)] "IMNRC - NewPOL Consortium Network: The Interface Paradigm" was completed some time ago. We are now working on the 2nd edition. 
More can be found by using the link http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/activities.htm. I was invited by Google to Frankfurt for the Annual Book Meeting.

3. Present events:

A. The European Commission openly encourages two important NewPOL Network Project Resolutions regarding: 

1) Atmospheric and Sound Pollution above and around Brussels from airplane traffic.

2) Linguistic and Community concerns and the democratic regression experienced by the linguistic minorities in Belgium.

Both the above proposals can serve to catalyse similar resolutions across frontiers.

A room shall be made available (capacity: around 80 people) for the NewPOL Network at the European Commission's Headquarters (Berlaymont Building) in Brussels to set up the project resolutions, including the possibility of discussing the above issues at the highest level. This has been agreed to with the EC's representative to Belgium.

Please follow the link: http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/Meetings/EU/EC%20Two%20Questions%20Belgium.doc. 

The latter is also accessible on the web page http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/activities.htm 

B. Since a network of Interface Ministries seems necessary to solve the International Crisis, every effort should be made to organise the IMIRC as soon as possible. Funds are urgently needed.
4. Major upcoming events (confirmed):

i. NewPOL Network International Press Conference in Brussels.

ii. NewPOL Network Presentation before the Acting Director of ERA (European Research Area).

iii. The International Multidisciplinary Interface Research Congress (IMIRC) in China 2008.

iv. European Parliament elections in 2009.

The NewPOL Network International Press Conference in Brussels may be held at the European Parliament. During the press conference, an outline of the International Multidisciplinary Interface Research Congress (IMIRC) in China shall be exposed.

The Customised World Interdisciplinary Networks (CWINs) http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/CWINs/cwins.htm shall enable Europe to give full impact to its initiatives worldwide, on a collaborative and not competitive basis.

The International Multidisciplinary Interface Research Congress (IMIRC) in China 2008 http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/IMIRC/imirc.htm, a platform of enormous potential, shall boost the 7FP and other European/Non European Research Programs, both in quality and quantity.

5. The Belgian Crisis (for your information)

In order to find a solution regarding the very complex political crisis in Belgium, the services of an apolitical organisation that works between the conventions seemed to be needed. The NewPOL Network had proposed its services to Mr Leterme who responded at the time that if all else fails he may apply to us. 

All else so far has not proved very convincing...

The present temporary government team in Belgium is complexifying issues more than anything else. 

The theory of complex systems holds that the more complex a system is, the more inert it becomes. The NewPOL Network simplifies complexities.

Belgium is the victim of its own System. The System must therefore be rethought. This is what the NewPOL Network proposes.

Integrating the notion of society well-being and quality of life into the national (--?--> European --?--> World) jurisprudence is one of the main missions of the NewPOL Network. 

This means integrated interdisciplinary research and cross-linking between hypercompartmentalised departments (Law, Health, Social Science, Politics, Environment, R & D, ICT, ...) leading to a completely new vision of governance, politics and society. Showing what and where are the links and HOW to link is our area. 
I have been told that funds could be available through the EU 7FP, but I would expect direct support from the Belgian State regarding this particular issue.

As I explained to Mr Leterme, there is absolutely no point holding meetings after meetings if each participant comes with a fragmented state of mind.  

First Priority: understanding the Interface Paradigm. THEN meet. The very understanding of interfaces operates by itself. The interconnections fit naturally. The System is rethought. 

6. Conclusions

The Interface Paradigm works. Now just why and how it works and what exactly are "interfaces" are issues so complex that a whole congress is necessary: the International Multidisciplinary Interface Research Congress (IMNRC) held in China this year.  

The Interface Paradigm is apolitical, acultural and has no direction, left, right or center... We have all heard of Newton, Planck, Einstein, Wheeler, ... but how to integrate the infinitesimally small with the infinitesimally large for practical applications, not only within the realm of so-called "hard" sciences but also including that of world society well being and quality of life, remains an essential challenge. The Interface Paradigm has the potential to offer a solution that could well harmonise these "two extremes". 

The Interface Paradigm is a State of Mind. It determines the way you collect, assimilate/understand and articulate the data together. Whatever the data.

-----

7. Partnership

Many European Parliament and European Commission initiatives including some aspects of the 6th and 7nth Framework Programmes have been directly inspired from the NewPOL Network. 

The Medical and Public Health Research Directorate for Health Research, European Commission officially recognises the merits of the NewPOL Network. 

The "master expression of the 3rd Millennium" both at the European Commission and Parliament is precisely "integrated interdisciplinarity", but no one has the faintest idea as to how to implement this notion: traditional/conventional education has definitely shown its limits.

And this is where we come in.

This is the object of the presentation before the acting director of ERA.

There is no "integrated interdisciplinarity" or "Interface" Department either at the Commission or the Parliament. The NewPOL Network is offering to work directly with the European Commission and/or Parliament as an independent entity subsidised by either Institution or perhaps a DG "Interface" Department could be created. I am convinced that this new DG or Department would be the best way the NewPOL Network could help both the European Commission and Parliament develop their potential and synchronise their activities for maximum world impact.

We hope to make these institutions less rigid, more flexible, more useful and closer to the citizen.

You may be interested to know that I am also applying for the forthcoming European Parliament elections. My application is already openly supported by a former close collaborator of Jacques Delors who wrote to me saying that « ...the European Parliament needs new paradigm guys like you. »

We are open to all kinds of partnerships, including Governments. We believe that our network may inspire/interest Governments and Institutions by facilitating multiple interactive integrated interdisciplinary (educational, political, R & D, economic, …) exchanges across frontiers. We would like to develop our Network in your country. We can thereby help you to create the Interface Ministries mentioned earlier on. 
You may have heard of the Global Marshal Plan (GMP). I am regularly informed of their activities. There is definitely an effort here to bring together a maximum number of countries and institutions. However, what matters is not just the number of participants (or their diversity) but how these different entities articulate together, from top-down to bottom-up. 

Unfortunately, the GMP has nothing to propose here. 

It gathers, yes...but gathering is not enough. 


It is not because you have a crowd that everyone is together and interacting with the other. Furthermore, what does it mean « to interact » ? How is this interacting going to take place ? Why interact ? What interacts ? Etc... This is the field of Interfaces. 

The GMP gives the illusion of « Globality » through its international extension but does not offer any alternatives to The System. 
Finally, the impact of the GMP on world society well-being and quality of life (i.e. on the citizen) does not seem very conclusive as of 2008... 

8. Funds

We on the other hand are looking for funds to prepare:

i. The NewPOL Network International Press Conference in Brussels
ii. The NewPOL Network Presentation before the Acting Director of ERA (European Research Area)

iii. The International Multidisciplinary Interface Research Congress (IMIRC) in China 2008: http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/IMIRC/imirc.htm. 

iv. The CWINS (Customised World Interdisciplinary Networks): http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/CWINs/cwins.htm 

For reasons of independence, we have created our own Publishing/Editing company (IMNRC – NewPOL Network) with our own Board of Editors. 
We are busy working on the second edition of our book « The Interface Paradigm ». 
We thus hope to find funds for our Foundation.

I am looking forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Vivian R. F. Linssen

Founding Director & CEO

International Multidisciplinary Neuroscience Research Center a.s.b.l./v.z.w.

Principal Coordinator

NewPOL Consortium Network
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