The NewPOL Network Perspective

Report and Comments

Summary: keywords/phrases

UNCTAD trade and environmental review : review recommendations and follow-up – Sustainability assessment of of trade agreements: lessons from a pilot case = the EU-ACP Agreement – Traceability – Mapping European Organisations/institutions and initiatives in the following fields : food & food processing, toys, electronics, cotton and other textile initiatives – Mapping the type of existing supply chain guidelines : social standards, environmental legislative requirements, food safety, traceability, climate change – Assessment of the social and environmental performance of retailers CSR policies : lessons of the EUROSIF – Identifying problems, gaps and areas for urgent support in relation with: multiplicity of standards, conformity assessment methods and tests, demands for certificated evidence, participation for suppliers of developing countries in the guidelines drafting process, capacity building in specific areas (e.g. information flow), governmental support, access to credit/cleantech/markets, traceability, greening developing countries domestic market – Joint Pilot Projects Exploration: 1) « Climate change and the supply chain, opportunities and catalytic effect, from supply chain guidelines and capacity building programs to cleantech and low carbon investment » addressing the UNCTAD recommendation to developed and developing-country governments as well as to importing and exporting companies to work together ; 2) « Sustainable consumption and emerging economies domestic market. Innovation by agreement between European retailers present on those markets , local and European interested parties ». Application to DG Research FP7; 3) Traceability.

Self requirements need more attention – More multidimensionality – Challenges in developing countries : local regulation and enforcement, no surveillance and enforcing mechanism in place, no follow-up of reports, lack/difficulty of communication due to language used, serious discipline problems – difficult to raise money for potential problems – Must be more provocative : change reactive to a pro-active attitude – Need for better intercommunication – Set up a consultation process in the EU to inform stakeholders of negotiations – Importance of the regional approach --- > sustainability issues – Help the regions to develop locally – Importance of access to finance and creating a more dynamic financial market – The rates of credit in Africa would even be prohibitive in the EU ! – Difficult to set up a business – Nothing is bankable to the banks, or rather, to their procedures – Need for a tax reform – Regional approach dissolves borders – You can’t impose an EU model in Africa – Consultation is very important – Cameroon exports coffee but imports Nescafe ! – Traceability issues : inertia – Nobody knows where the product comes from or how/who made it – Minimum wages and developing countries – The EU does not have minimum wages – The buyer generally does not care if a product is made by minimum wages (or children) – Changing the minds : inborn error of thinking – Electronic devices : ½ of EU products come from Asia – look at incentives, mobilise the power of the market, to harness the opportunities.

Comments

What is going to be the impact of this workshop on world society well being and quality of life ?

All initiatives/projects should bear in mind that THE top priority of the third millennium is World Society Well Being and Quality of Life.

Supply chain, resource efficiency, sustainability, financial and capacity building issues should all be interdisciplinarily integrated into this overwhelming concern: improving the well being and quality of life on planet Earth.

How are we going to articulate the different notions and presentations together ?

What is going to be our strategy for the days, weeks, months to come… ?

The Missing link is often: impact. The Common Denominator is often: lack of appropriate strategy.

Coordinating and synchronising our efforts are absolutely essential, as Dr Hoffman (UNCTAD) so rightly said.  

The regional approach could be greatly facilitated and have far more impact through NewPOL Network National Coordinating Teams.

The traceability system is an interesting tool to achieve collective awareness across frontiers.

Finally, regarding finance, it may instructive to note that the CSR-Fortis was contacted by the NewPOL Network. Follow-up: nothing.
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