The NewPOL Network Perspective

Report and Comments

Summary : Keywords/phrases

Fundamental gaps in the understanding of: 1. How cancer is evoked ; 2. How cancer can be cured; 3. How cancer can be prevented? – Uncertainty of knowledge concerning the emergence and course of cancer – The explanatory models of cancer, including the various non-mainstream theories/explanations of cancer aetiology – The range of « traditional » treatments like surgery, chemotherapy, hyperthermia, radiotherapy and « unconventional » therapies – Preventive measures (like early detection programs, like mammography), their scopes, outcomes and restraints - Funding - Gene therapy – Vaccine Therapy – Antibody Therapy – Stem cell therapy – Therapeutic DNA – Immunomodulation – Solid tumours with distant metastases are not yet curable – Many changes required to become a metastatic tumour cell – Virus based gene therapy vectors – Plasmid based gene therapy vectors – gene therapeutic concepts must rely on short sequences – Treatment strategies for Breast Cancer – Inertia to generalise (novel) treatments and getting them accepted.

Comments

Our EoI: "The Physics of Life and the Neuroimmunoendocrine System: an integrated understanding of diseases and healing potential in the human being explored using novel approaches to therapy" is so vast and complex

that a whole Congress, the IMIRC (International Multidisciplinary Interface Research Congress) is going to be devoted to it amongst other interface issues.

With the EoI in mind, I was indeed surprised not to see any presentation by nutritionists. Nutrition forms an essential component in cancer treatment as the following link clearly demonstrates:

http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/CWINs/CWIN%204/CWIN%204-1/cwin_4-1.htm 

And not only nutrition...

You can't dissociate nutrition as a treatment from the well-being and quality of life of the patient, either way: these elements ALSO contribute to recovery and cannot be dissociated. So, what about a presentation on:

"the well-being and quality of life in cancer treatment"...?... Very complex. This interactivity is suggestively illustrated in the expression above: "The Physics of Life and the Neuroimmunoendocrine System".

Interesting, well-structured and compelling academic presentations in specific areas is not the whole story. The next step is articulating these together: integrated interdisciplinarity.

There is still a long, long way to go...
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