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Professor Vivian R. F. Linssen D.I.

Professor Vivian Linssen (Viv) is the founding executive director of the International Multidisciplinary Neuroscience Research Centre (IMNRC asbl/vzw), a private academic research institution legally recognised in the Belgian Monitor since 2002 and based in Flanders, Belgium. The IMNRC has acquired a strong international political and academic reputation in the field of Capacity Building (CB). CB can be understood in different ways. The meaning we ascribe to New CB is developing the human being’s potential to deal with the complexities of an ever changing world.
The IMNRC offers three academic degrees: Bachelor in Interfaces, Master in Interfaces, Doctorate in Interfaces. The DI is equivalent to the combined medicine-science-arts doctoral degrees. Viv lectures abroad and has been invited to apply for a professorship in the US. Please see: http://www.imnrc.org/IMNRC/brochure.htm. He was also an Independent Candidate for the recent European Commission Presidency. 
Professor Linssen was invited to apply and then nominated for the Dr Paul Janssen Award for his medical (clinical) research on bladder cancer. Asked why he doesn’t publish in peer reviewed articles/papers, his reply is always the same. First his work doesn't fit in any unidisciplinary or pseudo-interdisciplinary publication (peer reviewed or not) and second there are no peer reviewed papers/articles on interfaces to publish in simply because there are no peers in interfaces to review them in the first place. Besides, had he spent time publishing, he would never have been able to develop the IMNRC and its full scope of activities.

The New Capacity Building Programme (NCBP: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4834493/) - the IMNRC’s Flagship Programme with already 140 interested countries – blends together:

(        the Education of Tomorrow,

(        the Governance of Tomorrow,

(        the Smart Cities of Tomorrow, 

(        the Science of Tomorrow, and 

(        the Medicine of Tomorrow. 

As an illustration for the latter, medical training in Medical Schools does not enable an understanding of the holistic complexity of medicine and of the patient. Courses are still far too fragmented and disconnected not to mention the chronic lack of good pedagogues. The IMNRC considers that the term neuroscience is obsolete and that it should be replaced by the NNIVEE (Nutri-neuro-immuno-vasculo-endocrino-epigenetic) System that includes the microbiome, because you cannot dissociate one from the other. The IMNRC has been using the term neuroscience to introduce the notion of “interfaces”. The IMNRC’s successor is in fact the International Interface Research Centre (IIRC).

The NCBP InfoWeek (260 delegations expected) shall prepare the first ever World Programme on World Society Well Being and Quality of Life where the deliverable shall precisely be a tool that is so needed by everybody to facilitate global coordinated multistakeholder collaboration, in other words a platform that guarantees a stable resilient political structure worldwide. We are faced with a global network of interconnected global challenges that can only be appropriately managed by first setting up a highly interactive New Global Governance Infrastructure (NGGI) based on trust facilitating coordinated collective citizen/institution collaboration on an equal footing with equal opportunities (happiness, food, water, shelter, education, job, research and innovation). The NCBP initially attracted mainly the eastern and central European countries, the BRICS, Africa, Canada, Latin America, Middle East, Asia and Oceania. It is now attracting more European countries.

The NCBP is basically optimising the mindset for complex avant-garde holistic multicultural integrated interdisciplinary challenge processing in an ever changing world, something that the existing education does not provide.

Diagnosis for our civilisation and planet Earth: unhappiness.

Treatment for our civilisation and planet Earth = the Third Millennium's Top Priority = achieving and sustaining the citizens' well being and quality of life (i.e. happiness) at interconnected personal, interpersonal, neighbourhood, local, regional, national, continental and world levels. In so doing, chances are that you shall achieve and sustain the citizens' trust and respect at local, regional, national, continental and world levels.

Finally, perhaps our worst enemy is inertia. Inertia can take on different forms: procrastination, indifference, cowardice, lobbying, fear, ... Indeed, people are scared to speak and stand out. The result being that even though most are aware that the world has become a ticking time bomb and that urgent action is necessary, they wait in their comfort bubble. What are they waiting for? Well, they just wait.

The World NCBP Network (World Citizens Initiative) is impressive and extends far beyond the NCBP group. We just do not have the resources to process all the requests rapidly. The catalyst for action shall be the Task Force.

A leitmotive in Viv's life was: "How and why do we understand?"  This question intrigued him even as a child, but what fascinated him even more was the direct correlation between the quality of understanding (receptivity, depth, rapidity of data processing, natural versus imposed, aconceptual versus conceptual, holistic/integrated versus fragmented, non-linear versus linear, vertical as opposed to horizontal) and the state of mind. The latter determines the former. "Perhaps this is the Missing Link that is so needed to enable an integrated understanding of the Cosmos and reconcile the disparate notions of "energy", amongst other issues... " says Viv. "If so, this ultimate element to solving The Great Puzzle has been staring at us in the face for thousands of years without our being aware of it. Makes you wonder..." And Viv to continue: “There is a need to optimise the state of mind (mindset) for complex avant-garde holistic multicultural integrated interdisciplinary challenge processing. Understand what “is” an “interface”, what understands an interface and how, and you could in principle understand anything.”

Even though Viv has a musical, philosophical, scientific and medical background, the only degree he recognises as of any practical value is the D.I. from the IMNRC where he is both Professor of Interfaces and Principal Coordinator of the NewPOL Network. 

Viv has been regularly invited to attend workshops and conferences, or expose his views in Slovenia, Czech Republic, China, Ireland, England, Norway, France, Italy, Scotland, Russia, Japan, U.S.A., Hawaii, Rumania, Switzerland, Poland, India, Austria, Sweden, Ukraine, ... and even Belgium!

He also practises TaÏ Chi Chuan, classical, jazz and ballroom dancing, likes travelling, cycling, long walks in the mountains (or in the woods), the sea and visiting museums. He is especially fond of surrealism and loves sushi!

He is on Facebook and LinkedIn.

The first hard copy edition of his book “The Interface Paradigm” (ISBN: 9782960073805) completely sold out long ago. A more comprehensive upgrade (2nd edition) is under way.

4. Selection of publications:
· Innovative Treatment for invasive bladder cancer: http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/CWINs/CWIN%204/CWIN%204-1/cwin_4-1.htm   

· The Interface Paradigm (Book): ISBN: 9782960073805. First edition completely sold out. 2nd edition pending

· IMNRC Brochure. http://www.imnrc.org/IMNRC/brochure.htm
· New Capacity Building Programme: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4834493/
· Overall Publications: http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/Activities/NCBP/Publications/Publications.htm
Not Published:

“The Physics of Life: The Awakening of Intelligence”

