The NewPOL Network Perspective

Report & Comments

Summary of Event: keywords/phrases

How can power transitions take place peacefully? - Elections are just procedures: what happens between elections? - The Present EU generation is born where democracy is taken for granted. This achievement was not without a price. Europe has learnt the hard way - We do not really have a European Democracy: only National Democracies - What can the EU do regarding freedom of expression outside the EU? - What can the EU do to promote democracy in countries where democracy is poorly represented and how can the EU defend democratic rights on an international scale? - Economic interests and human rights: often incompatible - Torture of people who defend EU ideas in their own country - 2 billion euros available to promote democracy - Can the EU stand up against dictators? Poor impact - Religious intolerance - No immunity for acts of torture - Changing of mind sets - The Democratising process: a bottom-up combined with a top-down approach to raise the consciousness of the people and affect the minds of the ruling elite - Roles of NGOs should be encouraged - How do you touch the feelings of the people? - Democracy and culture are interdependent - Shifting constitutions - Importance of radio and language to enforce democracy - How can there be democracy if you are not allowed to speak in your own mother tongue? - Human Rights more abstract now in certain regions of the world than 50 years ago… -   Different types of dictatorships and different types of democracies - Democracies under dictatorships - United Nations weakened - Underrepresented nations: 200 million people - Changing the balance of power in the UN - Changing the UN = changing the security council - Need for an Institutional reform - What should we do with dictatorships? - Absence of Citizenship - EU Union < --- > Mediterranean Union? - Development of grassroots organisations - Wars and The International Indifference - Freedom of scientific research - Monitoring Drug Production - Diasporas - Isolation < --- > exasperation - The Middle East Conflict - Middle East: the Water Problem - Coalition to invade Iraq: a good thing (…!…) - Creating a democratic Network - How can we deal with divergences? - How can we change the world? - International Conscience < --- > Public opinion - Educate the public at the grassroots - World Organisation for Democratic Development - Urgent need for a New Tool.

Comments

The three day conference consisted of a succession of academic presentations explaining the difficulties and challenges of “democracy” at world level. 

The conference should have begun with a very thorough integrated interdisciplinary study of the very notion and meaning of the word “democracy”. This was not the case.

Indeed, is the Mind “democratic”…?…or… a “dictator”…?…

Basing a whole congress on an ambiguous term is a hazardous enterprise. 

The Democracies under dictatorships have been mentioned. But how about dictatorships under democracies… ?…

I was shocked to hear that the coalition to invade Iraq was considered as « a good thing ». The invasion illustrates the political immaturity of some world leaders.
Even though the individual academic lectures were well-structured and interesting, the final impression was unconvincing because of the inability of the participants to articulate these together. No one was able to elaborate any immediate practical strategy to effectively deal with the issues at hand.

The impact on World Society Well Being and Quality of Life – that necessarily includes “democracy” was consequently very limited.

There was an open international appeal for a “New Tool” to get out of this situation. 

This we tentatively propose through the NewPOL Network Paradigm.

